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I02,939.x   Coal had been discovered at Newcastle as early
as 1797.
Some effort had been made towards further colonisation.
In 1813 Blaxland crossed the Blue Mountains, which had
previously been regarded as an insuperable barrier to the
expansion westwards of New South Wales, and his discovery
was followed by the founding of Bathurst by Governor
Macquarie in 1815. Convicts from New South Wales had also
begun a settlement in Tasmania, where Hobart Town and
Launceston had been established. The Northern Island of
New Zealand had been settled by whalers, fishers, timber and
flax traders, and escaped convicts. In 1814 the Rev.
Samuel Marsden, an energetic clergyman of New South
Wales, founded a missionary station for work among the
Maories at Whangaroa. By 1817 the colony in the Island
was sufficiently important to warrant the establishment
of a resident magistrate there by the Governor of New
South Wales.
« Empire Thus during the eighteenth century there had taken place
a considerable development of the Empire, which by 1815
was ready for further progress. After the loss of the
American colonies reaction towards colonisation had set
in: nevertheless, circumstances had necessitated the annexa-
tion of outposts, the new settlement of a part of Canada, a
great extension of British power in India, and the beginning
of the colonisation of Australia. Apart from the gradual
decline of the West Indies, there had been also steady
progress in the economic prosperity of the Empire. Mer-
cantilism had received hard blows, and the old notion of
an Empire based on trade was in doubt. In, India the
idea of " trusteeship " began to win some acceptance, and
in British relations with Canada there were glimpses of a
more modern attitude towards colonies. The more striking
development of the Second British Empire belongs to the
history of the nineteenth century, yet the beginnings of that
Empire are before 1815.
1 Shann, pp. 86-7.

